About Octavo 


Octavo™ publishes rare books, manuscripts, and antiquarian 
printed material in technologically advanced digital formats. 
Through partnerships with libraries, institutions, and indi- 
vidual collectors, we make rare editions accessible to students, 
educators, scholars, and bibliophiles, as well as the everyday 
book lover. 

Octavo Editions let you experience books as they were first 
presented hundreds of years ago. We photograph every page, 
including the binding, with traditional large-format cameras 
with hand-built digital scanning backs.The resulting quality is 
the highest technologically possible. We are dedicated to mak- 
ing the unique beauty and craftsmanship of these original 
works easily and affordably available to readers worldwide. 

OCTAVO EDITIONS 

Octavo Editions are much more than exquisite images of origi- 
nal book pages. Depending on the book or manuscript, Oc- 
tavo Editions contain live text, complete translations, biblio- 
graphic description, and commentary by some of the world's 
foremost experts. 

Octavo digital rare books are delivered on cd-rom (and soon 
dvd-rom) in Adobe® Acrobat® Portable Document Format (pdf) 
files. These can be viewed on most major computing plat- 
forms and can be printed to a vast array of desktop printers. 
The cd-rom format allows us to include several files with a 
range of resolutions; pdf enables features such as viewing, 
printing, zooming, and navigating. 


About Octavo 


Octavo Editions can be ordered directly from our secure- 
commerce enabled web site (www.octavo.com) or you can 
purchase them through retail, educational, and library mar- 
ketplaces. Prices range from $25 to $100 (depending on the 
size and complexity of the original work). 

PRESERVATION TECHNOLOGY 

Our imaging process has been specially designed for captur- 
ing books, using digital cameras to minimize exposure to light 
and heat. Staff conservators and photographers shepherd the 
books through the imaging process, then the digital master 
files are archived, compressed, and manipulated to create the 
best rendition possible for publication. 

We also license our complete digital lab to any institution 
wanting to use our technology for its own collections. 

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 

Octavo obtains rare books and manuscripts through partner- 
ships with libraries, museums, and individuals collectors.Through 
such partnerships, Octavo addresses one of the most pressing 
problems of modern libraries and archives: reconciling their re- 
sponsibility to preserve rare materials with the obligation to 
make them available to scholars and the general public. 

Our goal at Octavo is to broaden access to the rare materi- 
als in libraries and museums around the world. With your in- 
terest and support, these important institutions will continue 
to flourish in the digital age. 


www.octavo.com 


